Supporting Community Recovery

Over the next year or two our communities are likely to face challenges as our city recovers from the earthquake.  From overseas and local experience, we know that real recovery needs to be community owned and driven.  Community groups and agencies have a big role to play in supporting their local communities as we work together to deal with these challenges.  

A series of meetings has been organised to help local / neighbourhood community groups plan and to find out if there are things that you might need support with.  These meetings are not about the practicalities of repairing houses and land, but about supporting the wellbeing of your communities as they recover from the quake.  If you are a community group coordinator, manager, chairperson, secretary or have any other role in your community group that involves planning or organising, we hope you will be able to come to one of these meetings.  

The things we intend to cover include:

-          Forward planning – what to expect over the coming months and being prepared.

-          Dealing with Stress within your group and building community resilience.

-          Sharing ideas for supporting your community

-          Funding support, avenues and applications

-          Identifying resource & information gaps

-          Opportunity to share, chat & eat!  (Delicious morning tea for the day meetings, and finger food for the evening one.)
Cashmere / Spreydon: Cashmere Club Garden Room, 88 Hunter Tce, Cashmere

Wednesday 9th February, 9.30am – 12.30pm

Hornby: Harvard Community Lounge, Corsair Dr, Hornby.

Friday 11th February, 9.30am – 12.30pm

Avonhead: Avonhead Baptist Church, 102 Avonhead Rd 

Tuesday 15th February, 9.30am – 12.30pm

City: Templin Room, Canterbury Horticultural Hall, Sth Hagley Park

Thursday 17th February, 5.30pm – 8.30pm.

Where possible, it would be most useful if you could attend the meeting in your area.  We realise that due to other commitments some people may not be able to do this, and meetings are open to people from other areas.  The last meeting in the Horticultural Hall is intended for people from any area who haven’t been able to get to a local meeting.  
RSVP to Sharon, email ccoss@ihug.co.nz , ph 366 2050.  Please let us know which meeting you’re coming to, and any access, dietary or other particular needs you have.  If you can’t make any of the meetings but would like to know more, please contact Sharon.

Michelle Whitaker, Healthy Christchurch

Sharon Torstonson, Council of Social Services in Christchurch

Apologies if you get this more than once but at least you are not missed!

